
    The situation made Jennifer to 
seek an alternative shelter in an 
uncompleted building for herself 
and  the  children, “We used to sleep 
on cartons and during rainy season 
we got soaked as there was no roof.” 

      Though feeding was a challenge 
to the family,  the children’s right to 
education was also relegated. Sad as 
it may sound, she said, “Even before 
we were sent packing, the children 
had dropped out from school 
because we could not pay school 
fees which made me sad and cry a 

lot.” She added that, “I never went to 
school, what I want the most is for 
my children to get the best 
education”.

 was hopeless and unable to Iprovide basic needs for my two 
children, said Jennifer Michael, a 

36- -year-old mother residing in 
Abuja with no source of income.      However, life began to take a new 

dimension  when she was identified 
at Gwarinpa General Hospital by 
Mrs.Blessing Musa Danladi, a 
Linkage Coordinator working with a 
Community Based Organization 
supported by Institute of Human 
Virology Nigeria (IHVN). 

    “When I received funding support, 
I bought a bag of flour, millet and 

eggs. I started selling kunu, egg rolls, 
doughnuts and buns. 
 She joined a village savings and loan 
group to have emergency funds for 
her household and pay her children’s 
school fees, “Every day, I save N200 
out of my N1,300  net  profit,” she 
stated. 
     What makes Jennifer happy about 
the profit she is making is that her 
children who were out of school for 
two years are now re-enrolled in  
primary school. “My son is in 
Primary One and my daughter in 
primary One. 

According to Jennifer, the Linkage 
Coordinator, made enquiries about 
her family and sought her consent to 
visit her home. Afterwards, the 
mother of two was enrolled as a 
beneficiary of IHVN Orphans and 
V u l n e r a b l e  c h i l d r e n  ( O V C )  
intervention. 

Life became more complicated as 
there was no food. According to her, 
“we picked from the dustbin  and 
begged to feed.      She said, “God used her to wipe 

my tears.” With a sigh of relief, 
Jennifer narrated how she was 
enlisted for financial and business 
management training by the CBO. 
Thereafter, she was funded to start a 
business to generate income.  

   Nutrit ion education and 
counseling for adherence to HIV 
medications were also services she    
received under the IHVN program to 
empower households of vulnerable 
children. “People are now saying 
that I look better, that is because I am 
eating better and have the transport 
money to go to the hospital for 
appointment, my drugs and tests,

      Her  partner  of  seven years sent 
her packing in 2019 to bring in 
another woman in spite  of her 
health  condition.  She  said,  “I am  
living  with  HIV and one of my 
children is also HIV positive.” 

According to Blessing, the Linkage 
Coordinator who has been following 
up with the household, Jennifer has 

she added.
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Jennifer Michael preparing egg rolls and doughut for sale 

 First of all, you don’t get the virus just by 
touching somebody only. It is a droplet 
infection. By droplet, it means it comes 
from the respiratory tract either by 
breathing, coughing or sneezing and then 
you take it into your own respiratory 
system or membranes of eyes, ears, nose 
or mouth, either by touching your face, 
with hands that has been on a surface or by 
breathing it in. 

The fact that community 
spread exists is a thing that 
has been established and by 
community spread we are 
ta lk ing  about  people  
coming down with COVID-19 without 
being able to point specifically to wherever 
they got it from. 
  This means that somehow, somewhere 
they came in contact with the virus without 
knowing it and they picked the virus within 
their everyday lives. It means that we are 
on a situation that if care is not taken, we 
will be overwhelmed. Now the measures 
that are used  for  prevention  of COVID-19, 
are time tested methods for infectious 
diseases especially respiratory diseases.
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 Furthermore, she explained that she 
counsels Jennifer on HIV prevention to 
guide against transmission to her HIV 
negative child. “HIV can be transmitted 
through sharp objects. For the safety of 
her daughter, we guide her on 
measures on take.” 

been more consistent in taking her HIV 
medications as seen in her recent viral 
load test. 
“Her viral load has reduced from 
400copies to 110 copies per milliliter of 
blood. When I first met her she was 
dejected and emaciated, but now, she 
takes her drugs correctly and 
consistently and looks well. With 
adherence to treatment, it can always 
get better,” Blessing said. 

    The mother of two expressed her 
gratitude for counseling received, “I 
can freely share my concerns with her, 
she advises me and looks out for my 
welfare,” Jennifer stated.
IHVN OVC Program Manager, Mrs. 
Jummai Musa explained that HIV 
education is one of the services offered 
in the Orphans and Vulnerable 
Children Program in the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) as part of efforts to 
address children’s basic needs and 
empower households with the right 
information on HIV. 

        There are an estimated 17.5 
million children in Nigeria considered 
vulnerable   to   adversities and  at  risk   
of  not  fulfilling  their  full  potential to 
live  a safe and   productive life 
according to the  2014   National 
Standards for Improving the Quality of 
Life of Vulnerable Children in Nigeria.  

M r s .  J u m m a i  a d d e d  t h a t  
“strengthening households help to 
keep children healthy, stable, safe and 
schooled thereby achieving resilience 
and supporting the children to achieve 
their full potentials” 

 “The Institute works with supported 
Community Based Organizations 
(CBOs) to provide OVC with services 
that include; health and nutrition, 
psychosocial support, education, 
gender norms, household economic 
strengthening and child protection. 
These activities are carried out with 
funding support from US President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 

(PEPFAR) through Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC).”

Acting Head of the FCT HIV/AIDS Social 
Development Secretariat, Dr. Okoro N. 
Okoro stressed  that  the basic needs of 
children are better met with family-
centered interventions. “Many people 
in the communities are benefitting. 
Thank God for IHVN and other 
partners.” 
Dr. Okoro urged vulnerable families to 
speak up. “People should not die in 
silence when there is help available. 
The Social Development Secretariat 
can guide you on what to do, link you to 
necessary structured support.”

importance of household economic 
strengthening  in increasing the ability 
of families to access finances, invest in 
the education, nutrition and health of 
their children”

      According to the Manager, in 2019, 
more than 2,500 households in the FCT 
b e n e f i t t e d  f r o m  f i n a n c i a l  
empowerment for Income Generating 
Activities (IGA).   “Jennifer’s  story   
points   to   the
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The training was done in 
collaboration with the Men of
Africa Decent and carinoma of 
t h e  p r o t ra t e  ( M A D C A P )  
consortium at the Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institiute, Boston, USA, 
and the University of Ibadan, 
Oyo State with funding from 
CRDF Global awarded to Dr. 
jedy-Agba.



By Blessing Ukpabi

 Let the leaders catch the 
vision, let the leaders agree to 
put on this face mask in a correct 
way and then the followers will 
follow. 

So, what do you do? We 
institute mechanisms for 
putting a barrier between the 
virus and human beings. How do 
we do that in the context of the 
community? large gatherings 
portend danger because close 
contact is high. 

   At IHVN, we have worked 
with community gate keepers in 
various programs, either with 

our Orphans and Vulnerable 
Children Program, or    our    HIV    
program,    or    our malaria 
program, we have done a lot of 
identification on who these 
traditional, religious, trade 
unions are.

Offices must have a protocol. 
Our protocol at the Institute of 
Human Virology, Nigeria is that 
as you arrive, whether you are 
the CEO, COO/MD, Executive 
Director, you wash your hands 
with soap and water before 
entering.     

  Next is that you have to come 
in contact with people so what 
do you do? The issue of wearing 
a face mask is something that 
w e  h a v e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  
Apparently, people are yet to 
get the fact that using of face 
mask is extremely important as 
far as prevention is concerned. 
So, we must figure out a way by 
i n v o l v i n g  c o m m u n i t y  
gatekeepers for them to accept 
the use of face masks.

It means then that every every 
community must be wary about 
large gatherings. In Nigeria, 
markets, religious and social 
gatherings, festivals and parties 
are main sources for community 
transmission of COVID-19. 

  Community transmission is 
here and what the government 
by relaxing this lock down is 
telling you and I, is that your life 
is in your hand, protect it or 

   They need to understand 
why they should wear a mask. 
The people that will enable 
them understand are the people 
they hold in high esteem in the 
community.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 What will be our role? Our 
role as an Institute will be 
p ro m o t i n g  t h e s e  i n  t h e  
communities that we are 
working with, the other thing of 
course is work places.

Protocols must be developed 
and protocols must be followed 
and the role of  institutes like 
ours is providing that technical 
support for the development of 
protocols.   

Laboratory Scientists
Train on Quality 

page 1 continuation 

Chief Executive Officer, 
Institute of Human Virology, Nigeria

Yours truly,

IHVN Program Manager Laboratory, Mrs. Oyebimpe Balogun 
facilitating a session at the training
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P h o t o G a l l e r y 

Our Executive Director, Cl inical Laborator y Ser vices, 
Prof. Alash’ le Abimiku discussing with laborator y scientists at the 

IHVN suppor ted mult iplex laborator y at the Nigeria Center for 
Disease Control(NCDC), National Reference 

Laborator y in Gaduwa, Abuja. 

Staff of IHVN par t icipate in a social media campaign themed, 
“Each for Equal”, to mark International Women’s Day.

Staff of the International Research Center of Excel lence train 
on database design, data capture, management and repor t ing. 

IHVN CEO, Dr. Patr ick Dakum, addresses staf f in an 
orientat ion meeting for new employees.

IHVN Staff, Mr. Yaro Oyinloye carr ying out HIV test ing in Mabushi, 
Abuja during a community COVID-19 test ing outreach. 

Chief of Par ty of IHVN USAID TB Local Organizat ions 
Network (LON) project, Dr. Aderonke Agbaje, speaks at the 2020  

pre-World TB Day Press Conference.
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   He was a major factor in the 
success of the Surveillance and 
Recency programmes of the 
Institute and was instrumental in 
m a i n s t r e a m i n g  t h e s e  

programmes and bui ld ing  
capacity within and without the 
organization. He often interfaced 
with funders, government and 
regulatory agencies and partner 
implementing public health 
programs in the country. 

  Dr. Dapiap was dogged, 
determined and doughty – 
reflected in the high quality data 
for which IHVN has become 

rightly reputed. He was a 
significant and positive presence 
in the department. He will be 
sorely missed by us all but 
especially by the Surveillance and 
Implementation Science Unit, 
which he led with competence 
and those with whom he shared 
physical  off ice space and 
interacted daily. We mourn a 
diligent colleague, a helpful 
s u p e r i o r  a n d  a n  a s t u t e  
gentleman; we extend our 
sympathies to his family – nuclear 
and extended – in these difficult 
t imes we pray that God’s 
comforting presence, reassuring 

providence and restoring peace 
be their portion.

Dr. Stephen Boerwhoen Dapiap 
(Phd) was a valued member of the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t r a t e g i c  
Information. He was dedicated, 
driven to achieve and went about 
his duties in an uncomplicated, 
quiet, unobtrusive but friendly 
and welcoming manner while 
working within the structures and 
processes of the organization, 
and in col laboration with 
colleagues.

     In all assignments and tasks, 
his brilliance stood out. He gave 
clear – sighted and forensic 
analysis of issues – an obvious 
indication of his mathematics and 
numerate background.                     

              Adieu Stephen.

News in Brief

Late. Dr. Stephen. B. Dapiap

IHVN Implements USAID TB LON Project 
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IHVN Conducts COVID-19 Infection Prevention Training 

   According to IHVN FCT 
Re g i o n a l  M a n a ge r,  D r.  
Fadimatu Yunusa, “Due to 
COVID-19 pandemic, health   
care  workers   are   at 

More than 190 doctors, 
p h a r m a c i s t s ,  n u r s e s ,  
laboratory scientists and 
other health care workers 
have participated in a virtual 
t r a i n i n g  o n  C O V I D - 1 9  

infection prevention control. 
The training covered areas 
l i k e ,  u s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  
p ro t e c t i v e  e q u i p m e n t ,  
standard precautions and 
transmission of infections. h i g h  r i s k  o f  g e t t i n g       

infected. 
This training focused on   
protection for both health      
care workers and their         
patients in a hospital setting.”   

Former IHVN Assistant Director PCT Gets NSAC Appointment

Pharm. Yohanna Avong

The Institute of Human 
Virology Nigeria (IHVN) has 
begun the implementation 
of a five-year U.S Agency  for  
International Development 
(USAID) project to rapidly 

f ind and treat  people 
infected with   tuberculosis.   
As  one  of  the  “Loca l        
Organizations Network” 
participating  in this   project,   
IHVN is to improve access     

t o  h i g h  q u a l i t y  a n d          
person - centered treatment 
for tuberculosis in Lagos,  
Oyo, Ogun and Osun states. 
The Institute is also to 
strengthen systems and 

structures for tuberculosis 
detection, treatment and 
notification. 

Tribute to  Dr. Stephen B. Dapiap
 – Strategic Information Department
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IHVN Supports NEQAL International Accreditation 
by: Blessing Ukpabi
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By Lawrence Wakdet

COVID-19 lock- down: Partnership ensures smooth drug-refills for PLHIV 

A Community Pharmacist in Rivers State giving drug refills to a client, an intervention 
to ensure that clients receive HIV medications during the pandemic. 

(L-R) Hon. Minister of State for Health, Sen. Olurunnimbe Mamora, 
Chairman, Medical Laboratory Science Council of Nigeria (MLSCN) 
Governing Board, Prof. Mohammed Gwarzo and MLSCN Registrar, 
Dr. Tosan Erhabor pose for a photograph with the NEQUAL 
accreditation certificate. 

(L-R) IHVN Program Manager Laboratory, Mrs. Oyebimpe Balogun, 
IHVN Executive Director Laboratory Services, Prof. Alash’le Abimiku 
and IHVN Program Manager Laboratory, Mr. Ado Abubakar, 
at the event
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